Tips for better listening: 
1. Stay focused.  Give the speaker your undivided attention through the entire listening passage.  Avoid talking to your friends, making noises, playing with your pen, or daydreaming.   
2. Eliminate distractions.  Clear your desk of all materials except for necessary supplies for the activity such as paper and a pencil.  Make sure you can hear the speaker.  Let your teacher know if you cannot hear the listening passage.
3. Take notes.  Taking notes helps you remember important information.  It is not necessary to write down everything.  Jot down key words or illustrate what you hear.  If you are listening in Spanish, then take notes in Spanish.  
4. Visualize in your mind what you hear.  Close your eyes and visualize what you are hearing.  Pretend you are there and can see and feel everything.  Visualize the clear blue waves crashing against the sandy, white shore, or the elegant flamenco dancer prancing around the stage.    
5. Think in Spanish.  Instead of translating everything you hear from Spanish to English, think in Spanish.  Some words and phrases do not have literal translations.  

6. Listen for the gist.  Focus on the meaning of the content and identify the main idea.  Listen for topic statements, analyze the title, look at accompanying visuals (charts, diagrams, graphs, photographs, illustrations, props), and listen for cues such as background noises and music.  You can understand a lot even if you do not understand each and every word.    
7. Summarize the text in your own words.  After listening, take a moment to reflect on what you heard.  Afterwards, write a summary of the listening passage in your own words.  Include as many details as you can think of.    
8. Ask questions.  You may not understand everything.  If you need clarification, write down any questions you may have and ask the teacher or your classmates after the listening passage has finished.   
9. Practice listening.  Listen to Spanish as much as possible.  There is an abundance of listening material on the radio, TV, and internet.    

